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v (original, A.^«br««^-^^'^ 
pattern area and an outer area, comprising: 

a top surface thereof; 

a carrier body for supporting said chuck plate; 

chuck plate; and 

a set of a— t members attached to said chuck p.a.e for posing sa,d 



workpiece in a 



reference position relative to said chuck plate. 



1 2. 



z (original) A carrier according to claim 1 , in which said chuck plate has a 
centra, aperture penetrattng to an aperture dep. less than a chuck plate 
thickness, whereby said central aperture has a bottom surface; and 
said bottom surface has an electron absorber disposed thereon. 

(originaDAcarrieraccondingtoclaiml.inwhichsaidatleastoneciamping 



1 3- 

area comprises at least one electrostatic chuck. 
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. • o i«u/hiph said at least one clamping 
4 . (original) A carrier according to cla.m 2, .n which said 

at least one electrostatic chuck. 



area comprises 



which said a central 



5 (currently amended) A carrier according to claim 3, in 
aperture of sa,d chuck P >a.e is substantially rectangular and said at least one 



of said chuck plate. 



6 < curre ntty amended) A carrier according to claim 4, in which said a central 

aperture o. said chuck plate is subs.ntia.ly rectangular and said at least one 
.ampingareacomprisestourele—cchucKsonfoursidesotsa^topsurface 

of said chuck plate. 

7 ( current.yamended)Acameraccordingtoc.aim5,furthercomprisingone 
electrostatic chuck on the a bottom surface of said carrier body. 



, 8 . (original) A carrier according to claim 6, further comprising one electrostatic 

chuck on the bottom surface of said carrier body. 



9 (original* carrier according to claim 1 . in which said gripping members for 
gri pplng said chuck plate are flexible in a vertical direction perpendicular to sa,d 
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and flexible in a 
plate. 



radial direction with respect to said centra! point of said chuck 



10 ^A-^^"*^ - ^"^* 
grippln9 said chuck ptate are * a verfica, direcUon perpendicular to - 

plate. 

„. (currently amended) A carder for holding a mask, said mask having a 
central pattern area and an outer area, comprising: 

top surface thereof; 

a carrier body for supporting said chuck plate; 



a set of gripping members 



rigidly attached to said carrier base body for gripping 



said chuck plate; and 

asetofaiignmentmemhersanachedtosaKtchucKplateterpos^ngsa^masR 
reference position relative to said chuck plate. 



in a 



12 (odginal) A carrier according to claim 1 1 , in which said chuck plate has a 
centra, aperture penetrating to an aperture depth less than a chuck plafe 
Sickness, whereby said central aperture has a bo«om surface; and 
said bottom surface has an elect™ absorber disposed thereon. 



, 13 . (original, A easier according to Cairn 11. in whfch sak, a, .east one 

nrieoc at ip as t one electrostatic chuck. 
2 clamping area comprises at leasi one » 
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14 . mm A carrier according to claim 12, in which said at ,eas, one 
Camping area comprises at least one electrostaUc chuck. 

15 (curr entlyamended) A carrier according to claim 1 3, in which said a central 
aperiureofsaidwaferchuckplateissubs.antiallyrec^ngu.arandsa.a.leas.one 

olampingareacomprises«ourelectros te ticchucksonfoursidesofsaidtops U r,ace 
of said wafer chuck plate. 

16 (currantlyamended) Acarrieraccordlngtoclaim^.inwhichsaidflcenUel 

, aperture o, said chuck plale is substantially rectangular and said a. least one 

1 dam p i ngareacomprises,oure,ec,rasta«icc h uckson,ours 1 deso,sa,d to psu rf ace 

X of said chuck plate. 

17 . ( cunen«yamended)Acarrieraccord i ngtodaim15,fur*ercomprisingone 

2 electrostatic chuck on ft. i bottom surface of said carrier body. 

18 (currently amended) A carrier acting to claim 16, further comprising 
one electrostatic chuck on the . bottom surface of said carrier body. 
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I 19. 



g(ipping sa* CucK piate a, fed* in a verfcai direct perpendicuiar to sa,d 
mas , s„ in an a— i direc«on adout a centra, point o, said c h ucK piate and 
flex ,e in a radia, direction «, resect to said centra, point of said cnucK .ate. 



1 20. 



(original) A carrier according to claim 12, in 



which said gripping members 



for gripP in 9 said CucMate are «e*i b .e in a verfcai direction perpend^iarto sa, 



flexible in a 
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